Message

From: Elizabeth Erwin [Erwin.ElizabethLNDU @usepa.onmicrosoft.com]
Sent: 4/12/2011 7:17:28 PM
To: Clark, Becki [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a906e07f1lcd143b9%a3c2ddab813b8140-Clark, Becki]; Flowers, Lynn
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4411c874d041h9a8badfc32b91bd70-Flowers, Lynn]; Michael Slimak
[Slimak.MichaelLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Barone, Stan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a4f8618acbbad18da24c110f3123a2af-Barone, Stan]; lla Cote
[Cote.HaLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; lones, Samantha [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eac77fe3b20c4667b8c534¢90c15a830-lones, Samanthal; Birchfield, Norman
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c910f2fd28414e819b6afe6dda525e9f-Birchfield, Norman]; Avery, James
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b0fc3e70467647709fa9377dfb987f10-Avery, James]; Anne Grambsch
[Grambsch.AnneLNDU®@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Shaw, Denice [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group {FYDIBOHF23SPDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=556182b3879649039b11d36e5e098d%aa-Shaw, Denice]; CN=Madalene
Stevens/OU=DC/0O=USEPA/C=US@EPA; Kadry, Abdel-Razak [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=acb325507bf7451b9735813cfde5e417-Kadry, Abdel-Razak]; Karen
Hammerstrom [Hammerstrom.KarenLNDU @ usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Bussard, David
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cf26b876393e44f38bdd06db02dbbfe5-Bussard, David]; Charles Ris
[Ris.CharlesLNDU @usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Perovich, Gina [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6e3c19d7f4db41bfa2477aa27ad83945-Perovich, Ginal; White, Paul
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e179825823c44ebbhb072a9704ele5d16-White, Paul]; Bob Sonawane
[Sonawane.BobLNDU®@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Frithsen, leff [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e3743bd6f3¢c345baaaed07¢1d6f78e92-FRITHSEN, JEFF]; Gatchett,
Annette [/fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f12d699a71f84e21bddbb876dae7f96¢c-Gatchett, Annette]; Hawkins, Belinda
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=075561d171e845828ec67a945663a8e6-Hawkins, Belindal; Troyer, Michael
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=847b0020dd0e457e85f994alad64b26d-Troyer, Michael]; Vandenberg, John
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dcae2b98a04540fb8d099f9d4dead690-Vandenberg, John]; Debra Walsh
[Walsh.Debral NDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Sams, Reeder [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d5b479ccd894cea99ae55df20de6971-Sams, Reeder]; Ross, Mary
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=98359¢cd1f66f46ec91d327e99a3¢6909-Ross, Maryl; Strong, Jamie
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ea753aafefb74c268550fe6a2¢c187838-Benedict, Jamie]; Hotchkiss, Andrew
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=10f01ccc8611401bb34d16b71a87d3d5-Hotchkiss, Andrew]; Rieth, Susan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=00aac63cc995489188b8ad49aaal8f5e-Rieth, Susan]; Martin Gehlhaus
[Gehlhaus.MartinLNDU @ usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Raffaele, Kathleen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cc48281bbab34bf5bf3ab1a63780d5ca-Kathleen
Raffaele]; Berner, Ted [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f1949¢9653024d3cb4aadc2bd69c4fde-Berner, Ted]; Peter Preuss
[Preuss.PeterLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Deener, Kathleen [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b%a2{f1c086249ea8f6414afde8a5e54-Deener, Kathleen]; Winner,
Darrell [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=860556f5cd0f4855839907hcc90b2c41-Winner, Darrell]; Murphy, Patricia
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e02a7540f8042fda07eed1248addaf7-Murphy, Patricial; Weihsueh Chiu
[Chiu.WeihsuehLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Corona, Elizabeth [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
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Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=18d86fb8269b4557b5d06622b3a9%4 1af-Corona, Elizabeth]; Elizabeth
Erwin [Erwin.ElizabethLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Cogliano, Vincent [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano,
Vincent]; CN=Audrey Hoffer/OU=DC/O=USEPA/C=US@EPA; Gwinn, Maureen [/o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4bdc5237a5c440a7b664518e23eb5647-Gwinn,
Maureen]; CN=Doug Johns/OU=RTP/0O=USEPA/C=US@EPA

Subject: NEWS UPDATES: EPA Advances Key Risk Studies, Partially Bypassing Dispute Over Lab's Data (Risk Policy Report)

EPA Advances Key Risk Studies, Partially Bypassing
Dispute Over Lab's Data

EPA is seeking to advance the half-dozen risk assessments that it stalled last summer due to concerns about data from a controversial
ltalian laboratory that the assessments reference, even before federal scientists complete their long-awaited pathology working group
(PWG) review of Ramazzini laboratory's data.

The agency last year announced that it was stalling its draft assessments of methanol, the fuel additives methyl tertiary butyl ether
(MTBE) and ethyl tert-butyl ether (ETBE), and the plastic ingredient acrylonitrile, pending EPA's further review of Ramazzini Institute
studies used in the assessments (Risk Policy Report, June 22).

The agency said it was also "reviewing" its finalized assessments of vinyl chloride and 1,1 dichloroethylene -- published on the IRIS
website in 2000 and 2002 respectively -- "to determine what action is needed to assure their scientific integrity.”

The delays were prompted by an initial review of Ramazzini data, conducted by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
(NIEHS), that purportedly showed fewer incidence of cancer in test animals exposed to methanol than the laboratory had initially
reported. That assessment reviewed 10 percent of the Ramazzini Institute's tissue slides from its methanol cancer bicassay, according
to a Methanol Institute spokesman.

Now EPA is confirming in an April 11 statement that while its long-awaited PWG is underway, it will continue its assessments of three of
the chemicals: acrylonitile, ETBE and MTBE. The announcement indicates that "EPA has determined that reliance on Ramazzini
Institute study results is not necessary to continue with assessment development for MTBE, ETBE and acrylonitrile, including an
assessment of cancer risks. Therefore, work on the assessments for the three chemicals will continue during the PWG review.”

And EPA says it will split its methanol assessment in two, and proceed with its analysis of the non-cancer risks of methanol because it
did not rely on Ramazzini's data for this part of the assessment. That document "will be released shortly," according to the
announcement.

EPA's assessment of methanol's cancer risk, plus its assessments of the two remaining chemicals, vinyl chloride and
1,1-dichloroethylene, await the completion of the PWG that EPA and NIEHS are jointly sponsoring.

"The [PWG] review has begun and will continue over the next several months. The results will be made public and the cancer
assessment for methanol will remain on hold until its completion,” according to the agency's statement, which adds that EPA will
"evaluate the results of the PWG review to inform conclusions about Ramazzini Institute tumor findings for" 1,1-dichloroethylene and
vinyl chloride.

The Methanol Institute is already praising the agency's announcement, including the agency's first public pronouncement that it will
conduct the PWG. "We are certainly pleased the full PWG is moving forward," a spokesman for the institute says. "We expect the full
PWG will likely follow the findings of the preliminary PWG, which found far fewer” incidents of cancer in lab animals than Ramazzini
reported.

The institute's spokesman adds that he expects the full PWG will "confirm that the entire colony of rats has widespread respiratory
disease and other infections." Industry has long argued that Ramazzini's findings of cancer in its rats exposed to methanol and other
chemicals, such as MTBE, are confounded by a respiratory infection in its lab animals.

"We believe the Ramazzini methanol study can't be used," the spokesman says. "By extension, there is really no reason to believe that
methanol is a carcinogen." -- Maria Hegstad

Elizabeth Erwin

Communications Assistant

National Center for Environmental Assessment
Office of Research and Development

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office: (703) 347-0205

Fax: (703) 347-8699
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